BLUEPRINT for MAKING THE HOME “MORE” OF A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

A HOME LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ...
... is that place, in the home, where study can take place.  This dedicated study time must grow and mature into a family routine.  
Here, the word “routine” is the operative force.  Things that you do regularly, like fasten your seat belt or brushing your teeth are examples of beneficial behavior that is carried out routinely.  It’s not automatic, but close.  It’s a good habit.  Good habits bring you to a better place in life.  Bad habits will eventually bring you difficulty.  

Knowing this, we Engagers are confident in advancing this idea to parents and families.  We are confident that “establishing” routines is doable, and beneficial.  All “routines” are not new.  There are many routines that may be in place, already.  Where that is the case, we’ll want to have these chronicled as well.  The attached form lends itself to keep a simple record for families to look at and organize.  In some cases, merely organizing ideas on paper is a big boost to the “establishing” patterns of behavior.  Because... seeing ideas side-by-side sometimes make it easier to sort, prioritize and clarify values, even traditions.  

If each family you make contact with buys into the idea of keeping “score” – a simple “tally,” chances are they will become educated about their own values and priorities.  This learning is valuable because an accurate tally tells a true story.  It is connected to student achievement because it can change student behavior and ultimately performance.  

This instrument works in concert with the Parent and Families Inventory.  The “Inventory” data should be collected while the parties are present.  That is, after a brief review of all the sections by the Engager, parents and guardians should complete each section for each of the children they are responsible for.  

Together, we begin to get a snapshot of the families’ patterns of behavior and support for their children and most importantly, so do those families!. 

Evaluating Projected Outcomes:  
In addition to learning a lexicon that describes the features and characteristics of parent and families’ relationship to the learning process, “family” conveys a feeling of unity, common heritage, and obligation to serve each other.  

a) Acquisition of language useful in communicating with students about the key pieces of advancing learning.  

b) Clear categories of achievement monitoring and motivation.

c) Cumulative growth in capacity to understand and effect the teaching and learning process.

d) Increased capacity to be of service to other parents who want to meet the same objectives. 

e) Improved study habits

f) More productive allocation of non-school hours.

g) Clarification and prioritization of effective strategies for improving school performance.

h) Improved options for deepening the cultural roots of excellence in African American achievement.

GUIDE TO MAKING THE HOME 
“MORE” OF A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

The strategies for making the home more of a learning environment does not have to be complicated.  Here we attempt to “flesh out” some ideas related to the implementation of each “Home Learning Environment” factors.

1.  Establishes a Daily Family Routine.
1. Recommended daily family routines:

2. Greet one another with a “good morning” each day

3. Inspect backpack, briefcases, book bags, etc. to see if class work that is due can be found and is ready for the next phase of classroom activity.  

4. Confirm that there are adequate supplies to support learning for the day

5. Recite an affirmation or spiritual ritual 

6. Everybody write one objective and stick it on the refrigerator

7. Sit down and eat together

8. Call grandparents or relatives to ask about them

9. Make the bed; make the bedroom or the entire house presentable for guests.

10. Take out garbage

11. Compile dirty clothes

12. Clean kitchen

13. Sweep or vacuum floors

14. Clean/put bathroom(s) in order

15. Decide on or lay out clothes for next day

16. Say “Good night” before going to bed.  

17. Leave a note about whereabouts when not at home.

2.  Monitors Out-of-School Activities.
1. Become familiar with students’ daily, after-school activity schedule 

2. Keep handy the names and phone numbers of all adults that may have contact with your child in non-school hours

3. Keep handy emergency contact numbers for individuals, programs, facilities and names of family members of your child’s friends, etc. 

4. Discuss the nature and qualities of non-school hours programs

5. Encourage students to express “like and dislikes” of programs

6. Make sure there is balance in the types and intensity of programs

7. Visit locations where your child indicates he/she is involved during non-school hours

3.  Demonstrates that it Values Learning and Hard Work.
1. Review parents and family work schedules or time-use chart for comparison with students’ schedules and time-use.

2. Ensure that each family member has a library card.

3. Discuss what “hard work” means for each family member.  

4. Bring literature into the home.

5. Discuss the content of news, (print or t.v.)

6. Take a learning course

4.  Expresses High, but Realistic Expectations, Consistently.
1. An “expectation” is something that someone “hopes for with confidence” or “considers probable to occur.” 

2. The key component of this strategy is “consistently.”  

3. Realistic expectations do not exceed the limits of possibility, but can be imagined and could be considered likely, especially as a product of effort.  

4. Setting “new” expectations has the benefit of “starting fresh.”  

5. Enables parents and family to create, in concert with the student, a reference point to measure progress or evaluate “how realistic” the expectation was in the first place.

5. Encourages the Child/Student and Enable them to cope 

with success as well as failure and peer pressure.

1. “Encouragement” is probably one of the least used tactics in our arsenal of remedies. 

2. Coping with success is just as important as coping with failure.  

3. We are reminded that “failure is not failure until we start blaming others.”  

4. Taking time or setting time aside specifically to talk about difficult or sensitive situations is important and requires patience and expertise that not all people have. 

5. Letting your student know that your love for them is unconditional, means that you will love the student, even if you disagree with their decisions.  

6. When students won’t open up, or don’t want to talk to the parent, it may be important to find someone (friend, family-member, Engager, etc.) to help.  

7. Recognize that there is a great difference between being angry and being “frustrated.”  Students often need clarity on that one.  

8. If consequences are due as a result of students’ behavior, do not act or decide what consequences are appropriate while you are angry.  

9. Practice responding to situations that can cause us distress with our children. 

6. Encourages Reading, Writing, Discussions and Questions
1. Here “encourages” goes hand in hand with “expectations.”  

2. The very best way to encourage reading is for your children to see you reading.  

3. Employing the 30-10 “power reading” strategy can be a big plus [30 minutes reading – 20 minutes silent, 10 minutes aloud].  

4. Writing in the “home learning environment” begins with have a specific location and the writing tools needed.  

5. Journals are a form of getting started with writing.  

6. Writing letters or “thank you” notes can be good practice.  

7. Using the computer to draft writing is also a good idea for advanced writing and formal compositions that are due as homework or class projects.

8. Bring as many different kinds of reading material into the home as feasible. 

9. Discuss the content of TV programs; look beyond the obvious (compare the sets, the programs objectives, the sponsors, the images, etc.)

7.  Uses Resources in the School, Community and the Internet.
1. Make an on-going list of resources that the families currently use; and those that can be found in any number of catalogs or directories.  

2. Have families combine in an evening exercise to name or explain how they use community services and which ones are of greatest value.  
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